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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 16 
August 2006 has been entered. 

2. Claims 1-25 are currently pending. Claims 1, 13, 18, 19, 25, and 26 are 
independent claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Application/Control Number: 09/757,342 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2176 

4. Claims 1, 3-9, 11-13, and 15-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Graham, U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0067380, 
in view of Taguchi, U.S. Patent No, 6,081,817. 

Regarding independent claim 1, Graham discloses: 

A method for providing a computer document content editing function 
ttirough the use of page-indexed icon in a graphical user interface operating on a 
computing device comprising a display, a processing unit and an input device 
(see Title and Abstract); said method comprising: 

> displaying an icon on said display, wherein elements of said icon 
are linked to specific pages of a document, (see Figs. 4-7 and paragraph 
[0019]: Graham discloses a method and system for organizing document 
information producing a representation of a document (i.e., icons) that 
indicates to the user the page-indexed contents of the document), said 
icon elements comprising: 

> a 3D object image linked to a document page (see Figs. 4- 
7 and paragraphs [0019], [0022], and [0032]: Document images 
depict a representation of the contents of their corresponding 
documents), and 

page-specific editing function related to said page in 
response to user input through said input device (see paragraph 
[0020], [0041], and [0042]: A user may edit the page-specific 
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document images in response to user input using highlight, color, 
italics, fonts, etc.). 

Graham suggests, but does not explicitly disclose: 

> at least one active region on said 3D object images capable of 
activating page-specific editing function related to said page in response 
to user input through said input device. 

However, Taguchi discloses a document edit system which concurrently displays 
(in overlapping, adjacent, and successive order) and edits documents at the page unit 
level based on the edit commands (see Title). Edit commands include page move, 
page copy, and page discard within a single document, or from one document to 
another, for creating a new document, (see Abstract). A user operates, for example, a 
mouse to activate the page region to be edited (see Fig. 5 and col. 5 lines 34 et seq,). 

Since both references are from the same field of endeavor, the motivational 
purpose of a more efficient document editing system which edits a document consisting 
of a plurality of pages in page units as disclosed by Taguchi would have been 
recognized in the pertinent art of Graham. It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify the teaching of 
Graham with the teachings of Taguchi to include at least one active region on said 
object images capable of activating page-specific editing function related to said page in 
response to user input through said input device. 
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Independent claims 13, 18, 19, and 25, incorporate substantially similar subject 
matter as independent claim 1 , and are rejected along the same rationale. 

Regarding claim 3, Graham, in view of Taguchi, further disclose the method 
wherein said object image comprises a reduced image of said document page (see 
Graham - Figs. 4-7 and paragraphs [0019], [0022], and [0032]; see also, Taguchi - col. 
2 lines 33-45). 

Regarding claims 4, 5, 7, and 15, Graham, in view of Taguchi, further disclose 
the method wherein said object image comprises a page image comprising descriptive 
portions of said document page and a page image displayable from each object image, 
said page image displaying recognizable elements of a document page represented by 
the object image to which said page image is associated (see Graham - Figs. 4-7 and 
paragraphs [0019], [0022], and [0032]; see also, Taguchi - col. 2 lines 33-45). 

Regarding claims 6, 23, and 24, Graham, in view of Taguchi, further disclose 
summary of information contained on said document page (see Graham - paragraph 
[0041]: i.e., text summarization). 
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Regarding claims 8 and 9, Graham discloses the method of claim 1 as 
discussed above, but does not explicitly teach a document and page property sheet. 

However, Taguchi teaches a document and page property sheet (see coL 2 lines 
50-60). Since both references are from the same field of endeavor, the motivational 
purpose of a more efficient document editing system which edits a document consisting 
of a plurality of pages in page units as disclosed by Taguchi would have been 
recognized in the pertinent art of Graham. It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify the teaching of 
Graham with the teachings of Taguchi. 

Regarding claims 11, 12, 17, 20, and 21, Graham, in view of Taguchi, disclose 
the methods wherein said icon further comprises page scrolling functionality and 
wherein said icon further comprises the ability to represent a plurality of page ranges 
with independent scrolling controls (see Graham - paragraphs [0021]). 

Regarding claim 16, Graham, in view of Taguchi, disclose the method of 
wherein said page images may be dragged and dropped to effectuate document page 
re-ordering (see Taguchi - cols. 1 lines 59-63 and col. 3 lines 14-20). 

Since both references are from the same field of endeavor, the motivational 
purpose of a more efficient document editing system which edits a document consisting 
of a plurality of pages in page units as disclosed by Taguchi would have been 
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recognized in the pertinent art of Graham. It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify the teaching of 
Graham with the teachings of Taguchi. 

Regarding claim 22, Graham, in view of Taguchi, disclose wherein each of said 
object images comprises a plurality of edges such that multiple sets of edges are 
arranged to represent multiple page ranges of a document (see Graham - Figs. 4-7 and 
paragraphs [0019], [0022], and [0032]). 



5. Claims 2, 10, and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Graham, U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0067380, 
in view of Taguchi, U.S. Patent No. 6,081,817, in further view of Hahn et al. 
("Hahn"), U.S. Patent No. 5,751,287. 

Regarding claims 2 and 14, Graham, in view of Taguchi, discloses the method 
with respect to claim 1 discussed above, but does not specifically disclose the method 
wherein said icon further comprises at least one tab having at least one active tab 
region capable of activating a function in response to user input through said input 
device. 
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However, Hahn discloses folder documents with icons comprising label tabs 
having at least one active tab region capable of activating a function in response to user 
input through said input device (see Abstract and Figs. 10-12B) for the purpose of 
providing a graphical user interface that presents the user with an easy and efficient 
system for manipulating and organizing documents in a computer system (col. 2, lines 
43-45). 

Since the references are from the same field of endeavor, the purposes 
disclosed by Hahn would have been recognized in the pertinent art of Graham, in view 
of Taguchi. It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to modify the teaching of Graham, in view of 
Taguchi, with the teachings of Hahn to include label tabs having at least one active tab 
region capable of activating a function in response to user input through said input 
device for the purpose of providing a graphical user interface that presents the user 
with an easy and efficient system for manipulating and organizing documents in a 
computer system. 

Regarding claim 10, Graham, in view of Taguchi, discloses the method for 
manipulating computer documents through the use of an icon in a graphical user 
interface with respect to claim 1 discussed above, but does not specifically disclose 
method wherein said icon further comprises a print setting sheet. 
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However, Hahn discloses a print setting sheet (see Figs. 13A and 13B; col. 10, 
lines 7-34) for the purpose of providing a graphical user interface that presents the user 
with an easy and efficient system for printing documents in a computer system. 

It would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to modify the teaching of Graham, in view of Taguchi, with 
the teachings of Hahn to include a print setting sheet (see Figs. 13A and 13B; col. 10, 
lines 7-34) for the purpose of providing a graphical user interface that presents the user 
with an easy and efficient system for printing documents in a computer system. 



Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed on 16 August 2006 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul Nguyen-Ba whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4094. The examiner can normally be reached on 1 1 am - 7 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Heather Herndon can be reached on (571) 272-4136. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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